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Module #10 / Edition #3 / Feb 2008

The Immunization Schedules
• Be aware:

– We will not cover Immunization Schedules in-depth
– There is much more information on them then we 

can cover today
• We will talk about series of vaccines typically given at 

various ages
• We will talk about some intervals between specific vaccines
• We will talk about minimum ages for specific vacines

• Written by Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC)

• There are four schedules
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Immunization Schedules

• All have footnotes 
– Read them!!
– They are incredibly important!!
– Do NOT make copies of schedule for staff 

without them!!
• All are color-coded 

– So try to use color copies
– Rather than black-white

• New editions comes out yearly in January
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Immunization Schedules

• CDC says 
– 1 month = 4 weeks = 28 days

• 2 months
– Also 56 days

• 3 months or more
– Use calendar months



4



5

1. Recommended Immunization Schedule   
for Ages 0-6 Years

• Diseases 
– In far-left column

• Ages
– Across the top
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1. Recommended Immunization Schedule   
for Ages 0-6 Years  (cont)

• Hep B
– How many doses?
– Typically given at what ages? 
– Given by what route?

– With very specific intervals
• Minimum interval between #1 & #2: 4 weeks
• Minimum interval between #2 & #3: 8 weeks
• Minimum interval between #1 & #3: 16 weeks
• So – cannot use both minimum intervals!
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Four-Day Grace Period

• If a vaccine in a series is given < 4 days,  
it is a valid dose

• The four-day grace period does NOT
apply to the Live-Live rule
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1. Recommended Immunization Schedule   
for Ages 0-6 Years  (cont)

• Rota
– How many doses?
– Typically given at what ages? 
– Given by what route?

– Schedule for this vaccine is very specific
• 1st must be given between 6 weeks and 12 weeks of age

– If older or younger, do NOT give a dose
• 3rd must be given before 32 weeks of age 

– If older, do NOT give a dose
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1. Recommended Immunization Schedule   
for Ages 0-6 Years  (cont)

• DTaP
– How many doses?
– Typically given at what ages? 
– Given by what route?

– Dose #4  
• Must have 6-month interval between #3 & #4
• #4 is vaccine most difficult to give on time

– OK to give #4 at age 12, 13, or 14 months of age 
– if 6 month interval since #3 

– #5 must be at or after 4th birthday
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1. Recommended Immunization Schedule   

for Ages 0-6 Years  (cont)

• Hib
– How many doses?
– Typically given at what ages? 
– Given by what route?

– May get only 1, 2, or 3 doses if child starts 
late or gets behind
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1. Recommended Immunization Schedule   
for Ages 0-6 Years  (cont)

• Pneumococcal
– PCV7

• How many doses?
• Typically given at what ages? 
• Given by what route?

• May get only 1, 2, or 3 doses if child starts late or gets behind

– PPV23
• Normally given to adults
• May be given to child 2 years of age or older who has ↑ risk factors 
• Must be separated from PCV7 by 8 weeks/2 months
• Given by what route?
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1. Recommended Immunization Schedule   

for Ages 0-6 Years  (cont)

• IPV
– How many doses?
– Typically given at what ages?
– Given by what route?
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1. Recommended Immunization Schedule   
for Ages 0-6 Years  (cont)

• Influenza
– Begin at 6 months of age
– Give every year in October – March
– Given by what route?

– Pediatric dose (do NOT call half-dose!!)
• 0.25mL for children 6 months through 35 months of age

– Two doses 
• 6 months old through 8 years of age when it is the child’s    

1st year to get Flu vaccine
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1. Recommended Immunization Schedule   
for Ages 0-6 Years  (cont)

• MMR
– How many doses?
– Typically given at what ages? 
– Given by what route?
– Minimum age:  

• #1 given at or after 12 months of age

• Remember the Live-Live Rule
– Give two Live vaccines on same visit
– Or they must be separated by 4 weeks
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1. Recommended Immunization Schedule   
for Ages 0-6 Years  (cont)

• Varicella
– How many doses?
– Typically given at what ages? 
– Given by what route?
– Minimum age:  

• #1 given at or after 12 months of age
– Minimum interval:  2 doses must be separated 

• by 3 months if 12 mos old through 12 years old
• By 1 month if 13 years old or older 

• Remember the Live-Live Rule 
– Give two Live vaccines on same visit
– Or they must be separated by 4 weeks 
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1. Recommended Immunization Schedule   
for Ages 0-6 Years  (cont)

• Hep A
– How many doses?
– Typically given at what ages? 
– Given by what route?

• #1 given at or after 12 months of age
• 2nd dose given 6 months later

– VFC Hep A vaccine may only be given to 
children born on after 1-1-2004 (currently on 
hold  6-4-07)
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1. Recommended Immunization Schedule   
for Ages 0-6 Years

• Meningococcal vaccine
– Meningococcal Conjugate Vaccine (MCV4) 

• NOT licensed for children 0-2 years of age
• Given by what route?

– Meningococcal Polysaccharide Vaccine (MPSV4)
• NOT given routinely to anyone
• NOT on VFC
• May be specifically ordered for patients at high risk who are 

56 years of age or older 
• Must be reconstituted
• Given by what route?
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2. Recommended Immunization Schedule for Children   
and Adolescents Who Start Late or Who Are More 

Than 1 Month Behind (Catch-Up Schedule)

• Goal:  If a child is behind, it is most helpful 
to the child to bring him/her up-to-date as 
quickly as possible

• Why?
– Because the child is at-risk for the disease 

until he/she has been given all doses for age!!
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2. Catch-Up Schedule  (cont)

• Gives Minimum Age for specific vaccines
– Youngest age at which child may receive the vaccine

• Gives Minimum Intervals for specific vaccines
– Shortest time that must pass between doses

• Invalid doses
– Includes doses

• Given before child has reached minimum age
• Given before minimum interval has passed

– They do not count
– Must be repeated!!
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3. Recommended Immunization Schedule  
for Ages 7-18 Years

• Tdap
– How many doses in a lifetime?
– Typically given at what ages? 
– Given by what route? 

• Td 
– Give a dose how often?
– Typically given at what ages? 
– Given by what route?
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3. Recommended Immunization Schedule  
for Ages 7-18 Years  (cont)

• HPV 
– How many doses?
– Typically given at what ages? 
– Given by what route?
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3. Recommended Immunization Schedule  
for Ages 7-18 Years  (cont)

• Meningococcal vaccines 
• Do NOT confuse the two meningococcal vaccines
• MCV4 vaccine 

– Meningococcal vaccine typically given to adolescents 
– Licensed for 2-55 years of age
– How many doses?
– Typically given at what ages? 
– Given by what route?

• MPSV4 vaccine may be given to child who has ↑ risk 
factors 
– May be specifically ordered for patients at high risk who are 56

years of age or older 
– Is NOT on VFC
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3. Recommended Immunization Schedule  
for Ages 7-18 Years  (cont)

• Again, do NOT confuse the two 
meningococcal vaccines
– MCV4 given by what route?
– How is MCV4 documented in MCIR?
– MPSV4 given by what route?
– How is MPSV4 documented in MCIR?



27

3. Recommended Immunization Schedule  
for Ages 7-18 Years (cont)

• Pneumococcal
– Which Pneumoccal vaccine can be used for 

this age group?
– Given by what route?
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3. Recommended Immunization Schedule  
for Ages 7-18 Years (cont)

• Influenza 
– How many doses?
– Typically given at what ages? 
– Given by what route?
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3. Recommended Immunization Schedule  
for Ages 7-18 Years (cont)

• Hep B
– How many doses?
– Typically given at what ages? 
– Given by what route?

• Hep A
– How many doses?
– Typically given to whom? 
– Given by what route?



30

3. Recommended Immunization Schedule  
for Ages 7-18 Years (cont)

• IPV
– How many doses?
– Typically given at what ages? 
– Given by what route?
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3. Recommended Immunization Schedule  
for Ages 7-18 Years (cont)

• MMR
– How many doses?
– Typically given at what ages? 
– Given by what route?

– Minimum age:  
• #1 given at or after 12 months of age

• Remember the Live-Live Rule
– Give two Live vaccines on same visit
– Or they must be separated by 4 weeks
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3. Recommended Immunization Schedule  
for Ages 7-18 Years (cont)

• Varicella
– How many doses?
– Typically given at what ages? 
– Given by what route?

– Minimum age:  
• #1 given at or after 12 months of age

– Minimum interval:  2 doses must be separated 
• By 1 month if 13 years old or older 
• by 3 months if 12 mos old through 12 years old

• Remember the Live-Live Rule
– Give two Live vaccines on same visit
– Or they must be separated by 4 weeks
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3. Recommended Immunization Schedule  
for Ages 7-18 Years (cont)

Most frequently asked question:
Q. Do we restart a vaccine series if it has 

been a very long time (e.g., years) 
between doses?

A. No.  As long at the previous doses were 
valid and documented, usually we just 
finish the patient’s series.
Current exception: Rota has very 
limited ages when it can be given
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4.  Recommended Adult Immunization   
Schedule

• What does the YELLOW bar mean?
• What does the PURPLE bar mean?
• What does the RED bar mean?
• Which vaccines would not be given to a 

pregnant woman?


